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 NARRATIVE  

 

 
Narrative 
The first permanent settlers in Auburn made the long trek from Watertown in 
1722.  They came for land, and the community remained primarily a farming   
town during most of the 19th century.  By the end of the century, however,  
improved transportation and expansion of industrial developments in         
Worcester created a commuting population which lived in Auburn and went to  
work in Worcester every day.  This initiated the town's significant bedroom 
community component and resulted in clusters of suburban residences being   
developed.  These clusters grew and spread as streetcar service between     
Auburn and Worcester was established, although the watermills making yarn   
and textiles still operated and there was still a strong farming element.   
After World War II, much of the remaining agricultural land was subdivided  
and developed, and Auburn became home to its present population, which      
lives in town but goes elsewhere to work.                                   
The town has retained some of its colonial buildings and the original stage 
coach stop to display its historic past.  A more recent event, however,     
ties Auburn to the 21st century and beyond.  The first liquid propelled     
rocket ever flown was set off from Auburn by Dr. Robert Goddard in 1926,    
heralding the interplanetary and orbital rockets which continue to take     
Americans toward the stars.                                                 
        (Seal supplied by community.  Narrative based on information        
provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)                        
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
South central Massachusetts, bordered by Worcester on the north and northeast,   
Millbury on the east, Oxford on the south and southwest, and Leicester on the    
west. Auburn is 8 miles south of Worcester, 44 miles west of Boston, and 170     
miles from New York City.  

Total Area: 16.40 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 15.36 sq. miles  
 
Population: 15,005  
 
Density: 977 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(Worcester WSO Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....22.8°F   
   Normal temperature in July........69.7°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......47.8"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   Worcester South, Leicester                                                       

Regional Planning Agency 
   Central Massachusetts                                        

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
   Worcester                        
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GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (508) 832-7720            
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
 

Form of Government 
   Board of Selectmen                         
   Executive Secretary                        
   Representative Town Meeting                

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1778   

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
 
                         Number     %   

Total Registered 9,426  

 
Democrats 3,121 33.1 % Republicans 1,147 12.2 % Other parties 1 0.0 % Unenrolled Voters 5,157 54.7 %  

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town  
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 
Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory  

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments. 

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

 
   Conventional State:      130        
   Conventional Federal:      0  

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP:              60   
   Federal (Section 8):      25            
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TRANSPORTATION 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   Located in the Worcester region, which has three major cross-state          
   highways: the Worcester Turnpike (Route 9), Route 20, and the Massachusetts 
   Turnpike. I-495 borders to the east, I-190 links to the                     
   Fitchburg-Leominster area, I-84 and I-395 connect to Connecticut and points 
   south. The region is well connected by rail and highway to the ports,       
   airports, and intermodal facilities of Boston and Providence.               
 
 
 

Major Highways 
   Principal highways are the Massachusetts Turnpike (Interstate Route 90);    
   U.S. Route 20, which parallels the Turnpike in a general E-W direction; and 
   Interstate Route 290, which runs N-S.                                       
 
 

Rail  
   Passenger rail service to Boston, Providence, Hartford, and all other       
   points on the Amtrak network is available through neighboring Worcester.    
   The Providence and Worcester Railroad provides freight rail service to      
   Auburn. Contact number: (508) 755-4000, ext. 310                            
 
 

Bus  
   Auburn is a member of the Worcester Regional Transit Authority (WRTA),      
   which provides fixed route service from the Auburn Mall to Oxford, Webster, 
   and Worcester. The WRTA also offers paratransit services to the elderly and 
   disabled. Commuter service is available from Auburn to Boston via Worcester 
   on the Peter Pan Bus Line.                                                  
 

Other  
   The Worcester Municipal Airport, a Primary Commercial (PR) facility with    
   scheduled passenger service, is easily accessible. It has 2 asphalt runways 
   5,500' and 6,999' long. Instrument approaches available: Precision and      
   non-precision.                                                              
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   None 

RECREATION 
 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   None 

Long Term Care 
   None 

Hospices 
   None 

Rest Homes 
   None 
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information 
is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct 
and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases 
which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the 
COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the 
information contained in this document.  


